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Immanuel Feniscowles

Welcome - Immanuel is a church at the heart of our local community here 
in Feniscowles and Pleasington. We believe that God has called us to 
reflect the grace, beauty, love and peace of Jesus Christ to one another 
and to our neighbours here in Feniscowles, Pleasington, Livesey and 
Cherry Tree. God has blessed us with a beautiful and historic church 
building and with a heritage of prayer and Christian worship. We want to 
share all that God has given us, with those who want to experience more 
of God’s grace and blessing in their lives - Come and Worship

Vicar: Revd David Roscoe
T: 01254 201236   M: 07506 552784   E: d.roscoe@sky.com

732 Preston Old Road, Feniscowles, Blackburn BB2 5EN

Our new web address is: Immanuelchurchfeniscowles.org

Sunday Services: 9:30am – Parish Eucharist
Thursdays: 7:30pm Family Communion

Everyone is welcome to have a family Baptism (Christening) at Immanuel 
or to arrange to be married here - please contact the vicar to book 
weddings and baptisms on:
01254 201236, text or call - 07506 552784
email on - d.roscoe@sky.com
or come along to a Service and speak to the vicar.

Safeguarding
The Parish of IMMANUEL FENISCOWLES is committed to providing a safe 

and creative environment for all its work, including with children and young 

people and those who might be vulnerable.

Our first priority is to maintain a safe setting as the context for all our work 

and then work within procedures which will endeavour to keep us all safe 

from harm.

To see all of our safeguarding policies, procedures and contact numbers, 

please click on the 'Safeguarding' tab on the left hand menu on our website 

at immanuelchurchfeniscowles.org. To contact us about any safeguarding 

issue please contact our parish safeguarding officer

Craig Atkinson on M: 07427 491331 or E: craig.atky@hotmail.com



Welcome to Our Services

Everyone is very welcome at Immanuel. We have a range of Services on 

different days and of different styles, come along to experience more.

Sundays
9:30am - Parish Eucharist

The main service of the week which includes a full address by the vicar 

on either the Bible readings or a current event or theme. 

Thursdays
7:30pm - Family Communion

An informal child friendly Communion Service with modern language 

and an all age address based around a modern language Bible story. 

The Service lasts about half an hour and children are chosen to take the 

collection and bring the bread and wine to the altar. Children are often 

also chosen to help in the all age address too!

LOTS OF OTHER SEASONAL AND OCCASIONAL SERVICES ARE HELD 

THROUGH THE YEAR - KEEP AN EYE OPEN FOR THEM BY LOOKING 

AT THE WEBSITE, THE PARISH MAGAZINE OR, BETTER STILL, COME 

ALONG TO ONE OF OUR REGULAR SERVICES TO FIND OUT MORE!

CORONAVIRUS POSITION – A JOINT STATEMENT BY THE VICAR
 & WARDENS OF IMMANUEL & ST FRANCIS 

I hope that this notice finds you and your family well during this period  of 
unprecedented health crisis.

Both churches are now open for services, please see the magazine for details.

David continues to publish video blogs on You Tube, please search for           
‘Vicar David Update’ with the date at the beginning on You Tube.                   

These are being published on the Feniscowles and Pleasington Facebook page.                      
Please subscribe and like to spread to others who may be interested.

David is having a Sunday Service from each church alternatively                   
placed on You Tube.

It is noted that such delivery systems are neither perfect nor available to all and 
we should be grateful of your advice of anyone who requires a more personal 

contact, which would be by telephone unless restrictions are reduced.

Let us all continue to pray for each other during this worrying time and provide 
both spiritually and practically support the vulnerable in our local communities.



Immanuel, The Parish Church of
Feniscowles and Pleasington

If you would like to speak to the vicar please do not hesitate
to contact him

Revd David Roscoe
01254 201236  or  07506 552784

d.roscoe@sky.com

God Bless you and stay safe!

You can follow the vicar’s daily vlogs

on You Tube

Search ‘Fenny Churches’ or ‘Vicar David Update --/--/--‘ (date)



THE VICAR

Dear Friends,

Preparing this year for Lent I found a ‘Charlie Brown’ cartoon which 
has little Linus, looking very forlorn, asking Lucy, ‘Why are you 
always so anxious to criticize me?’ Lucy looking very self-righteous 
replies: ‘I just think I have the knack for seeing other people’s faults’. 
Linus turns indignant; ‘What about your own faults?’ he asks. ‘I have 
a knack for overlooking them’ answers Lucy.

Well, we have now entered the forty days of Lent and by church 
tradition we are challenged to spend the period in self-examination 
and self-denial. The aim being that the forty days are sufficiently 
long enough to help us change all but the most deeply rooted 
habits. It is like spiritual aerobics where the Christian tones up on 
their spiritual life. The only problem is that very few of us could claim 
to be anywhere near proficient at aerobics, at least as we might 
imagine them. Perhaps a better starting point may be to think about 
what we actually understand by the term “spiritual life”, or even by 
the term ‘spiritual’.

The first thing to say is that any understanding of what we might 
think of as ‘spiritual’ is to be found in this world of the ‘physical’.        
If something is real, it’s present in our four dimensional world of 
hight, breadth, length and time – or else its not real: if what we    
think of as ‘spiritual’ is not found in this four dimensional world then 
I don’t think that it has any realty, not ‘spiritual’ but ‘fantasy’.

So that means that any spiritual growth we might gain in Lent, or 
any other time has to be part of our everyday life; not some honed 
off compartment, locked up and rarely, if ever, visited. Such a place 
would be useless, sterile and like Frances Hodgson Burnett’s ‘Secret 
Garden’, neglected and forgotten. That, by the way, is my answer to 
those who tell me that ‘politics and religion’ don’t mix or ‘the church 
should stay out of politics’. I rather think that although it’s not the 
Church’s job to teach political positions, it is our duty as Christians 
to engage with our world and this means that we must engage 
politically as well.

Crucially though a ‘spiritual life’ doesn’t end with just being a real 
part of the real world - as the other duty of the Church is to bring 
people closer to God, rather like giving a purpose, meaning and 
importance to what we do in our everyday lives - rather in the way 
some dates take on extra significance for us; a birthday, anniversary,



Christmas Day, days when we can visit historical sites once again  
(ok so that last one is just for me, but you will have your own 
equivalent!!).  The real task in spiritual growth is to bring these two 
realities of life together - the drawing closer to God and the 
rootedness on our own four dimensional world - to make sure that 
we are able to see ourselves as we see others, and to learn to be 
kinder to both. To set ourselves high standards and goals to achieve 
and to realise that we will always be striving to achieve them,              
a journey or pilgrimage rather than a victory march.

Maybe one reason we sometimes readily see the faults in others 
before we see them in ourselves is a hidden unwillingness to face the 
reality of those parts of ourselves which might be less than perfect, 
the plank in our own eye as it were.  Perhaps any ‘spiritual aerobics’, 
or any spiritual exercises we plan this Lent, could be more about 
recognising that ‘speck’, or whatever it might be, as part of the 
rooting and grounding of our life of faith in the lives of those around 
us, and living with it

Your friend and vicar - David

'Thank You to Peter Dobson for planting the bulbs which show that
Spring is on the way and making our Church garden so lovely'



WARDENS REPORT

I trust that you and your families continue to remain safe and     
well. I would like to thank Sheila Howarth who has stepped down as 
a Deputy Warden as due to the current pandemic she is unable to 
carry out the duties.

The difficulty with writing these reports is that by the time they 
have been printed and distributed things may have changed quite 
dramatically.

Hopefully many of you will have received at least your first 
vaccination and some may even have had both. This feels like the 
start of a new chapter and the freeing of people to live more of the 
life they would wish, rather than being couped up inside.

Church continues to be open and is set up in such a way as to be 
Covid Compliant, there is a very real possibility that some if not all 
those measures will continue to be required long term as we learn 
to live with covid rather than attempt to avoid it. 

All services ensure social distancing is maintained, masks must be 
worn and there is no mingling either before or after the services.

Unfortunately, we have had water ingress to both the choir vestry 
of the church and the church hall, we are in the process of looking 
to identify the causes and resolve these issues whilst hoping they 
are not major.

During 2020 we were extremely fortunate to receive the legacy 
from Margaret Whalley's estate which has mean that despite the 
massive drop in income of over £25000 we managed to pay our 
full Parish Share.

However, if income continues at the current rate then there will 
come a time over the next few years where your church will run out 
of money!! This is despite the income received from the hall and 
cottage.

As some of you are aware, I did appeal in church for people to 
consider moving to direct credit and increasing their contributions, 
which was met with some success. This is by far to best way to 
support church as whether people attend church or not there are 
the same expenses.

We have 2 very old buildings which cost substantial amounts         
to maintain, heat & light etc and we have a Vicar for whom we  
must pay.



I know that I have mentioned giving in many articles as Treasurer 
and continue to do so as Warden, I hold very strongly the view that 
giving at Immanuel is poor (I first said this in 1994)! In relation to 
what people may well spend on other items such as a bottle of 
wine, eating out, a take-away, going to Rovers, the theatre and 
many others, the amount given to church does not always equate 
and has tended not increase across many years.

Blackburn with Darwen Deanery Synod is currently considering 
how best to employ the resources it has at its disposal in renewing 
church life in the Deanery, Immanuel & St Francis don’t appear to 
be affected particularly, presumably unless we are unable to pay 
our Parish Share in full at some stage.

The Zoom Sunday School continues to go well, it only lasts 15 
minutes and fits well with families. Numbers are increasing and we 
still need to spread the word regarding it far and wide as there are 
an increasing number of families who live in the area.

On occasions we will require people to book in for certain services 
where we expect a high volume of congregation, this is not our 
preferred situation but is a necessity to ensure continued opening.

Should booking be required this will always be directly with myself 
07807 938932 to allow us to manage and if necessary, allocate 
pews - Phil Entwistle

£50 MONTHLY DRAW
If you have not paid your annual £12 or wish to join, please can you

contact: Phil Entwistle on 07807 938932 - Thank You

Winning No. January – 50  •  Winning No. February – 52



IN REMEMBRANCE FOR MARCH

1st. 1988 John Thompson 1989 Dorothy Carrigan
 1991 May Earnshaw 1996 Jessie Hodkinson
 2000 Moira Henson 2003 Irene Tattersall
2nd. 1988 Betty Hindle 1997 June Dickinson
 2012 Jeffrey Barry
3rd. 1994 William Hargreaves 1995 Ernest Mercer
 1996 Mary Haworth 2017 Hilda Mary Boardman
4th. 2000 Robert Heyes 2001 Peter Holmes
5th. 1982 Lillian Walker 2005 Susan Allaire
6th. 1991 Frank Hennesy 2008 Kenneth Gore Winstanley
7th. 1992 Tom Rockley 1991 Isabel Thistlethwaite
 2013  Mary Geyer
8th 2019 Pamela Devine
9th. 1989 Sarah Ann Gouldsborough 1991 Ann Fowler
 1998 Elizabeth Gouldthorpe 2014 Jane Harling
10th. 1813 Jonathon Beiby 1998 Arthur Hamer Jones
 2000 Jessie Jowitt 2000 Ronald Vincent Clough 
 2006 Harry Woodhead
11th. 1976 Thomas W. Hill (ex.Verger) 1998 Freda Maud Taylor
 2003 Susan Hargreaves 2015 Ronald Chew
12th. 1979 James Henry Mole (ex.Verger) 1977 Mary Gill
13th. 1994 David Tompkins 1997 George Braysford
 2001   Elsie Simmons 2006 Bill Rishton
 2018 Sheila McDonald
14th. 1999 Susan Valerie Catlow 2013  Amy Durham
15th. 1989 Marian Leonard 2013 Frank Wade
16th. 1980 Ethel Chadwick 2001 Kenneth Booth
17th. 2018 Grace Livesey
18th. 1991 Tabitha Clarkson 1997 Edith Schofield
19th. 1977 Joseph Barrett 1996 Ella Margaret Spencer
20th. 1975 Phyllis Harling 1991 Jack Greenwood
 1991 Barbara Baker 1996 Percy George Pratt
 1999 Annie Knowles 2000  James Granville Crompton
 2001 Frank Smith 2004 Muriel Brogden
 2012 Edna Abbott
21st. 1991 George Thistlethwaite
22nd. 1986 Florence E. Hogg 1995 Jack Woods
 1995 Jane Wood 2013 Noel Gouldthorpe
23rd. 1994 Ronny Smith (in Canada) 1998 Dorothy Grimshaw
 2001 John Gorner
24th. 1998 Lois Colard 1999 May Pomfret
25th. 1991 William Bastone
26th. 1998 Robert Reid
27th. 1990 Edgar Fell 1998 Gwyn Daniel
28th. 1998 Christianan Goodwin 2006 Marion Halsall
 2016 John Jenkins
29th. 1993 Joan Wright 1999 Bernard Howson
 2004 Brian Parkinson
30th. 1995 George Noblett 2003 Ann Martin
 2005 Brenda Bodley IN Bodley 2011 Lilian Wilson
31st. 1983 Margaret Gladys Heyes 2000 Millicent Baxter



IN REMEMBRANCE FOR APRIL

1st. 2000 Fred Cottom
2nd. 1990 Jane Rose Houson 2012 Jeffrey Barry
3rd. 1947 Elizabeth Ann Devine 1976     Margaret Hargreaves
 2011 Hetta McManus
4th. 1991 Evelin Carol Ann Cottam 1998 Harry Halliwell
 2006 Margaret Carpenter
5th. 1991 Gladys Jones 1993 Elsie Dewhurst 
6th. 1995 James Yates 1997 Edna C. Cumberland
 1997 Grace Wright
7th. 1994 Elizabeth McLean   
8th. 1969 John Dixon 1988 Maud Donnelly` 
               1989 Clair Agnes Broadley &  John Robert Broadley
 1995 John Fallon
9th. 2013 Marjorie Cowburn 2011 James Birchall
10th. 1989 Edith Coulthurst 2001 Eva Bradshaw    
 1997 Robin Marsden
11th. 1987 John William Baxter 1986 Edith Hammel 
 1996 George Geoffrey Britnell 
12th. 1991 Florry Taylor 1992 Elizabeth Alice Barry
 1996 Harold Vose 1999 John Morley   
 2007 Reg Entwistle 2010 Violet Day
 2020 Harriet Day
13th. 1995 Alexander Baldwin
14th. 1980 Vincent P. Banks
15th. 1973 John Slack 1983 Sarah Eveline Slack
 1996 Thomas Hoyle 1996 Llewelyn Davies
 2014 Rose Rostron
16th. 1984 Nora Old
17th.  Elizabeth Mole
18th. 1982 Albert Wood 1987 George Kemp
 2006 Eric Woodruff 2006 Donald Pomfret
19th. 1994 John Fitzmaurice 2004  Betsy Hannah Pedder    
 2006     Harry O’Hare    
20th 1976 Kathleen Duckworth 1989  Florence Whalley        
 2007 Edward Burrows
 2012 Edna Abbott
21st. 1978 Jack Aspden 1987 James Hacking       
 2000 Hannah Cristie 2017 James Terrence Gavigan
22nd 2009 David Henri Heathcote
23rd. 1999 Marion Smith 2001 Pauline Birch  
 2012  Irene Smethurst
24th. 1906 Alexander Gallaher 1950 Annie Ainsworth
 2007 Kathryn Hinds
25th. 1941 Evelyn May Johnson 1991 Agnes Brindle
 2007 Albert Reed
26th. 1992 Ivy Walmsley
27th. 1992 Olive Fletcher 1996 Norman Haworth
 1998 Brian Lambert 1998 Margaret Kenyon
 1999 Nellie Harrison
28th. 1976 Mildred May Woodhall 1985 Agnes  Barbara  Hodgkinson
29th. 1961 Iain David Kellett 1988 Lilly Greenwood
30th 1998 Sheila Smethurst 2010 Peter Dickinson Holme



Flowers for March and April

Altar
14th March  Mothering Sunday
4th April  Easter Day
25th April  St George’s Day

Memorial Desk
28th March  Miss K Ainsworth
4th April  Miss K Marsden

Please pray for those who are ill:

Ken Winterburn, Val Riley, Celia Nuttall, Angela Durham, John Patefield,

Margaret Greenwood, Linda Hodkinson, Alan Banks, Marj Williams,

Neil Entwistle, Bill Read, Elizabeth Hargreaves and James Marrow.

NOTICES

From Kathleen Hargreaves - Children's Society Rep'
I have paid £85.96 cash plus the cheque for £700.00 into the Post Office

this is from the Christingle Service.
Just before Christmas I sent just under £100.00 from the sale of 

Christmas cards. 

Confirmation 2021
The Confirmation Service for 2021 (and 2020!),is planned to take place 

on Thursday 20th May at St Francis Church at 7.00pm with Bishop Julian
Junior Virtual (for now) Confirmation Classes will be held at

6:30pm on Wednesday Evenings until we can meet in person.
Children in Y6 in school and older are very welcome to join,

please can a parent contact David for the zoom codes and to register.
Last year's Confirmees will join in the last few sessions to complete

their preparation.
If any adult would like to be confirmed please would they also

contact David to arrange adult Confirmation Zoom Classes.

Lent Zoom Course
A Lent Zoom course is being held each Wednesday evening

at 7:30pm for half an hour.
Although the course follows a theme each session stands alone so you 

don't have to do all of them for the course to make sense!
Please contact David for the zoom codes



Roy Alan Parker RIP
It was with great sadness that Immanuel Church and parish and 
many readers of this magazine learned of the passing of Roy Parker 
on 6th January. 

Roy was Churchwarden at our partner Church of St Francis 
Feniscliffe and was known to many at Immanuel not just in his 
tireless Church work but through lots of different activities and 
friendships made over many years with many people.

Here is the beautiful eulogy given for Roy at his funeral by his 
erstwhile Churchwarden colleague, Ken Wiggans. It is reprinted here 
so that the many readers of this magazine who would in normal time 
have been at Roy’s funeral but were unable to attend because of the 
limited numbers may share in it. The number of neighbours who 
stood outside their homes as a mark of respect for Roy and those 
outside of Church hint at what the size of the congregation would 
have been – but also of the care for and support which we all extend 
towards Hilda and her family at this difficult time for them.

Roy Alan Parker RIP

Funeral Eulogy given by Ken Wiggans 

on Monday 18th January at St Francis Church

Though not a Blackburner by birth, Roy moved with his parents    
and brother Colin to Tewksbury Street in Mill Hill at six years old.     
He shared many an anecdote from his childhood: a favourite              
of which was learning to drive his dad’s tractor on his “pen” on 
Brothers Street. The pen then went on to become Trendsetter and 
there are now houses built on it. 

Roy’s schooling was unusual because as a child, he suffered from 
debilitating migraines. He was sent off to boarding school where he 
received little education and no qualifications but experienced 
caring for farm animals. 

This led to him starting his work life as a farm hand at Horden Rake 
farm. This fostered his love of being outdoors and he shared many a 
story about his experiences on the farm with his family and friends. 
A favourite memory was “kitting” milk on a horse and cart round the 
streets of Feniscowles and Mill Hill. 

He went on to follow in his father’s footsteps and became a joiner’s 
apprentice. All the while he was attending night school to gain 
qualifications. He went to teacher training college and became a 
lecturer in Carpentry and Joinery.



From his youth, Roy shared many a tale about St Georges Youth 
club where he made life-long friends. He was an active football and 
cricket player for St Francis and Blackburn West.

When he was nineteen, an event was to happen that would change 
Roy’s life forever: he was involved in a traffic accident at the bottom 
of Shorrock Lane in his dad’s old Ford 10 van. As he was recovering 
by the side of the road, a great beauty walked by and stole Roy’s 
heart. They met up later at a dance and the rest shall we say is 
history. Hilda and Roy would have been married for 60 years this 
summer. Roy loved her very much and they had a very rich and long 
life together. 

Roy worked really hard in renovating his and Hilda’s first home at 44 
Heys Lane, getting ready to start a family. Roy was very proud when 
Nigel arrived in 1968. The new family moved to St Francis Rd in 1970 
and Elise arrived a short time later. Roy loved his children and was 
very proud of them. When they were little, he used to read them 
stories about how they had been specially chosen. This made them 
feel extra special and stays with them to this day.

Roy used to tell stories from his imagination, which were always 
Nigel and Elise’s favourites. He did this for his Grandchildren too. 
These memories will be treasured. 

Roy had a big love for the outdoors and often shared memories of 
mountaineering and hiking in the Lakes. He had an expedition to the 
Black Cuillin (pronounced coo-lin) mountains on the Isle Skye.  
Whilst he was there, he stumbled across the set a film set. They were 
filming Highlander. He has pictures of him and his colleagues lifting 
mighty boulders from the film set which were actually light as a 
feather.

His love of the outdoors and becoming a family man led Roy into the 
world of Scouting. He dedicated 20 years of his life to scouts and 
dined out on his anecdotes from this part of his life for years. Some 
of the highlights were the summer camps and expeditions, leading 
the Scout Band (often booked a year in advance), building the  
Scout Garage and winning the National Scout car Races. Roy was 
particularly proud of directing and co-ordinating the Gang Show of 
1983. Over 100 children and young people put on a splendid show 
here in the church hall. All of Roy’s family joined in too.

Roy became a Rotarian in 1987 and he and Hilda made many dear 
friends and supported their charitable works. Roy was once involved 
in taking underprivileged children to Blackpool Tower Circus.           
He somehow manged to end up riding a horse bare-back round 
circus ring, he was then lifted off the horse on a harness whilst still 
circling the ring, then popped back on to horse. He loved sharing 
this memory.



Roy retired from being Head of Department for Carpentry and 
Joinery at Blackburn College at 55. We all know Roy would not put 
his feet up and he was busy undertaking projects at home and 
church. 

In his first Rotarian Presidential year, Roy became very ill and close 
to losing his life. A Yorkshireman came to the rescue. Roy’s family 
could not be more grateful for the gift a family made to them in the 
grief of losing their 30-year-old son.

Roy had his liver transplant 26 years ago and has not wasted a 
moment of his “extra-time”. He saw Nigel marry Suzanne and Elise 
marry Mark. He became the most loved of Grandads to Aithne 
(pronounced eth-na), Joe, Robert and Rose.

Roy has travelled the globe. Some highlights were a Honeymoon     
in Europe visiting six Capitols, walking on the Great Wall of China, 
Cruising up the Volga and Danube. The epitome of his traveller’s 
tales for the family is him flying on Concorde and socialising with 
Robert Vaughan on QE2 for his Silver Wedding.  

Roy had two families, his immediate family and St Francis Church. 
He gave his heart and soul to the Church including two terms            
as Church Warden. He shared his practical skills in upgrading, 
maintaining and renovation of the Church and Hall including    
almost coming a cropper on a cherry picker whist painting the 
church. Roy’s faith meant a lot to him, he felt a great sense of 
satisfaction in what he could give to the church and in return, the 
church has been a great comfort to him.

We all knew Roy to be a multi-talented man. 
He took on so many construction projects 
throughout his life and was well known for 
wanting to attain perfection. (Pause for 
reaction I think this may generate some 
smiles). He project-managed at least three 
extensions, built at least three garages, 
scaled rooves and trees like Spiderman and 
nearly gave Hilda a heart attack on a number 
of occasions. Just weeks before he died, 
Hilda found him scaling scaffolding to erect 
CCTV at his home. There truly was no stopping him. He even took up 
ballroom dancing lessons in his 70s with Hilda!

Roy was a truly unstoppable force; he was a quiet man whose faith 
meant a lot to him. He will leave us all with a big hole in our lives.     
As we heal, we shall fill that hole with the wonderful memories we 
have of him.

Rest in Peace Roy, and Rise in Glory from all at Immanuel



Man, and Boy -
Life in ‘The Bubble’

(Snow and Sled)
No. 8

8km (5 miles) around Darwen Moors

This walk and get-about was at the end of 2020 and would not 
require digging in the diaries of the past. With a slight easing of 
restriction over the Christmas period, it was felt that a local 
walk would be acceptable using up a few of the excess calories 
and a chance for fresh air. As mentioned previously, I am an 
anti-social person so 2m apart on the Darwen, Anglesarke and 
Rivington Moors has plenty of space so as not to meet other 
too closely. Just as a guide, the conurbations of B.w.D and 
Bolton will fit in the moorland area.walkers.



On a bright sunny day as snow 
lay thick and even, we set off 
after an early lunch to walk   
the 8km from the Tockholes 
car park – no chance, cars  
were parked in every slot from 
Abbey Village and beyond. 
Turning off the Belmont Road, 
eagle eyed boy spots a car 
leaving a slot and with a quick 
turn of the wheel we have the 
car parked. Moments later we 
are all togged up and ready for 
off with walking poles and 
snacks to the ready. 

Within moments we encounter 
two walkers carrying the 
broken remains of a red plastic 
sledge and enquire were you 
too heavy for these ‘toys’? “No” came the reply “we are 
removing litter”. Litter and dog waste are two of my pet hates 
– why can’t people take it home or to a litter bin?

Within a few hundred metres we can see why the sledges were 
broken. The whole hillside was covered with socially distanced, 
manic sledgers. Children keep right whilst those overweight 
alpha males show off on the steepest section. For those readers 
who have a knowledge of physics -how much kinetic energy 
does it take to get a 15 stone (95kg) man airborne for several 
metres? A lot. My walking bubble companion looks on with 
envy and wishes we had brought a sledge. We carry on 
discussing all aspect of life and make our way across the fields 
and then to Hollinshead Hall. Here two families had chosen to 
have a wintery lunch sat on opposite sides of the remains of an 
out building. The remnants of the hall still have the shrine to 
some Roman Water goddess – locked off to the public but still 
a romantic feel when one peers inside.

We leave the hall with past memories and head up back 
towards the moor now discussing wild camping amongst       
the large conifers and look for ways to cross the boggy bits.  
We soon arrive at the road once more, cross and we are now on



our upward journey along 
Cartridge Hill. This part of 
Darwen Moor sits on the edge of 
the Bolton Coal measures and is 
dotted with the scratchings and 
small shafts, resulting from the 
extraction of this valuable fuel. 
After the sign to New Barn Farm 
the path zig-zags upward and 
you are rewarded with a bench 
seat with views to the west over 
Anglezarke moor and the snow 
washed sky line of Great Hill, 
whilst east is the ever-familiar 
outline of Darwen Tower. Oscars 
asks for his snack and liquid top 
up and we discuss the progress 
and check out the distant dots of 
other walkers.

Deep snow and slippery conditions provide endless fun for the 
boy as I detect an urge to torment the man with accurately 
placed snow balls. It is not long before we reach decision time 
ahead for the tower or left to what was called ‘Lion’s Den’.     
The Den wins and we turn left. I feel the decision was made on 
the name and the chance to see what kind of den a fictional lion 
might make. As we stand to one 
side to let the upward walkers pass 
safely, we are informed the path is 
very slippery, especially on the 
steep sections. The boy has a plan. 
He will go in front and advise the 
old man where it is safe to walk – 
keep to the snow grandad and not 
too close to the edge. Soon we are 
disappointed – no den, no cave, just 
ice, snow and the sound of water.

With a shout of glee, the boy 
declares “I know where we are” 
having passed this way many times. 
We have arrived at the track from 
Tockholes cafe. Gossiping does not



bode well for path finding as we should have turned left            
on passing through the gate. Never mind grandad we can       
cut across the field because the snow is very deep – no logic.        
We are now heading in the right 
direction but on the wrong side 
of the wall, fortunately we spy a 
gap in the wall and are soon 
back on the correct path and 
heading for a plague of horses 
(a string is the correct collective 
noun). Fear sets into the boy as 
he recalls all the nasty things 
horses do – kick, bite, poo, pee 
and run at you. They did none of 
this. We have arrived at New 
Barn Farm and are within sight 
of the road. Of all the walking 
over snow and slippery paths 
the farm drive is by far the most 
dangerous with compacted 
polished snow - Torvil and Dean 
have new competitors. 

As we arrive at the road unscathed, do we walk through the 
woods or keep to the road at least for a while? The temperature 
is dropping sharply as the sun dips towards the horizon and    
so the road wins and we are soon back at Cartridge Hill. Oscar   
has a split-second thought if we go over part of our outward 
journey, perhaps there might be a chance of a cast off sledge 
that could be used for a last minute fun stop. That is if it’s not 
too busy and we have enough time left. This conversation is like 
the news or political chat, full of promises but no positives. We 
arrive at the manic sledge slope and there are just a few hardy 
thrill seekers left. The boy looks on in sadness only to be met by 
a kindly child offering a ‘do’ on his plastic whizzer, he has had 
enough for the day and Oscar takes up the offer. This is the life 
and after a couple of body shaking rides returns the sledge to 
its owner with thanks. “Grandad” “yes Oscar” “I’m coming here 
tomorrow with my dad” – poor Dad.

The journey has ended with just under 8km of excellent winter 
walking and so it only remains for me to finish rambling and 
conclude with an epilogue from my walking buddy.



The Epilogue

Man and Boy, bubble walking.

Oscar’s Point of View

On our bubbled walk crossed mud, ice and snowball fight.    
Lots of people were out and about but we kept our 2m 
distance. At the start we had a tricky but lucky parking slot but 
we don’t need to gossip on that. Next, we went through the 
walkway of death which is where sledges zoom down at a 
million miles an hour (not really but yeah). Next, we went 
through a field of very thick snow with a cow or two. We also 
walked through a forest and we think it is a very cool place to 
wild camp. We then went to Lion’s Den which was like Dancing 
on Ice, it was very skiddy and slidy. We then walked along a 
plane old boring road to the walkway of death and kindly a little 
boy sanitized his sledge and I had a quick go on the zoomy hill. 
This was an amazing fun walk and I hope you enjoyed my write 
up and I will write again about our next walk.

Oscar.



Fenny  Churches
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Each Sunday, from Sunday 27th September, our Vicar, David,
will be doing a ‘Sunday Zoom School from 9am until 9.15am

This is an interactive online Sunday Zoom School for
St. Francis and Immanuel and for any other young person
who would like to join in.

To join the Zoom Sunday School please would a parent or
guardian contact David for the access codes. 07506 552 784

NNEEWW…………



Man, Only no Boy -
God’s Eye View

A One-off Quiz Special
This article is all about what God would see if he visited some of the Christian place 
of worship. As Linda and I have travelled around the country for holidays and short 
breaks we have noticed that the places we like to visit also have great places of 
worship. Some locations have denied access for a photo record and some have said 
abruptly “Come another day when we are less busy” as the man goes for his 
statutory coffee break. Perhaps these places of worship do not welcome God but 
put tradition and regalia first. Rant over. 
It all started with the late Fred Dibnah and his visit to a medieval cathedral as he 
pointed out the method used for the colossal construction of this place of worship. 
Whilst in the area I wanted to check out his ideas for construction and enjoy a snack 
in the rectory and climb the incredible number of step- ‘A stairway to Heaven’.         
So, this is my plan A brief description and some mindless facts will be given, and I 
hope you, the reader, will participate in the quiz to guess where the photos are taken.

Venue 1
The birthplace of Samuel Johnson 1709 to 1784. He contributed significantly to the literary world. I recall a page from his lexicography on the 
use of screw threads - ‘they appear to be useful in the operation of cider presses’ 
Erasmus Darwin, physician – 1731 to 1802, grandad to Charles Darwin, lived in this city. He was a founder member of the Lunar Society, so called 
because they only met on nights of a good clear moon – No st reet lighting at this time so a good moonlit night was essential for safe travel. 
He was an avid inventor, botanist and slave trade abolitionist. The Erasmus House Museum is worth a visit.
The Garrick Theatre. Named after David Garrick 18th C actor who was brought up in this city.
There is no view from the top of the Cathedral as they were preparing for Palm Sunday service which starts with a parade of witness

Venue 2
The next place can be seen a long way off as you travel some of the flattest, low-lying parts of the UK. I call this the 400 x 400 Structure
The nave of this cathedral is longer than Blackpool tower is high and is also longer than the main street of the surrounding town
The Octagonal Lantern Tower is supported on some 400 tons of oak beams and these support 400 tons of lead, glass and screens.
The organ has pipes some 600 mm square (24in) and the blower motors are so large they are housed in a separate building.
As you climb the tower to view the flattest landscape I have ever seen, you pass resting places for the weak of heart and also one of the many 
windlasses used in the construction by the medieval masons – a delight to me and a delight to Fred Dibnah
For those of you not so keen on the cardio-vascular treatment on offer by the climb up the tower, you walk round the walls and comfort 
yourself with a splendid ice cream sold from a shop built into the cathedral walls which is believed to be were alms were given.



Venue 3
As a clue the Lancaster Bomber from the Memorial Flight is named after this city.
For some 238 year this cathedral was considered by many to be the tallest building in the world. Previously the Great Pyramid at Giza held this 
title. The Eifel Tower stole this crown in 1889
On Palm Sunday the congregation are asked to collect at the castle and walk to the Cathedral entrance carrying Palm Crosses and singing as 
an act of witness. Palm Sunday is one of only a few occasions that the main doors are open. Why? They are tall enough to pass two double 
decker buses one on top of the other- even two ‘night buses’ from Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Askaban.
The Cathedral held for 400 years an original copy of the Magna Carter (now held in the Castle of this City)
This Cathedral is the fourth largest in the country after Liverpool, St Pauls and York Minster
The Cathedral is built on the highest plot of land in the area and heading down into the city’s main shopping area is ‘Steep Street’ This street 
must be the steepest shopping venue in the UK.

Venue 4
This place is not he tallest or the grandest place of worship, it is not even a cathedral but it as acquired fame for other reasons
In1555 this is the place where Archbishop Cranmer was tried heresy by followers of Mary 1st. He signed an allegiance to the catholic church and 
then withdrew it. For this act of defiance, he was burnt at the stake and vowed that the first part of him to be cremated would be the hand he 
had signed his allegiance with. Two other Bishops were burnt to death at the same time- Latimer and Ridley
A notch in the a supporting pilar of the church commemorates the place where Archbishop Cranmer was tied. Our Book of Common Prayer is 
the work of Archbishop Cranmer.
The Church is often seen on the Detective series ‘Lewis’. I have not seen ‘Morse’ frequent this place of worship.
The collegiate colleges of this city emanate from this church.

I hope you have enjoyed this 
quiz and if you are happy 
with it, I shall conclude part  
2 with a few more from God’s 
Eye View.

Peter Hodkinson
Answers inside back cover.

OUR
NEW SIGN

"Our brand new 

Church Hall sign in 

Preston Old Road 

clearly shows that 

we are here,          

in good shape and 

open for business!!"



Bishop’s Praise and Thanks
for all involved in setting up mass vaccination centre at

Blackburn Cathedral

As Blackburn Cathedral settles into many months of being home to one 
of the mass vaccination hubs against Covid-19, the Bishop of Blackburn 
has praised and thanked all those involved in making it happen.

Rt Rev Julian Henderson describes it as ‘an amazing achievement’ and 
he also urges everyone who receives a letter to attend for vaccination 
to do so.

From Monday of this week, thousands of people are expected to attend 
the centre every week to be vaccinated. Blackburn with Darwen Council 
is coordinating free parking nearby to facilitate the work. 

Vaccinations will take place in the Cathedral’s crypt area beneath the 
main building, which has a separately accessible secure entrance. 
Anyone being requested to attend the new mass vaccination hub will 
receive a letter in due course with full 
details of what to do.

Bishop Julian said today: “Since the 
beginning of the pandemic we have 
been praying for deliverance from the 
virus. Now, thanks to the brilliance of 
scientists in this country and overseas, 
the vaccine will enable us to battle 
Covid-19 head on.

“For our Cathedral to be able to be at 
the heart of that battle, offering its 
building to be a mass vaccination centre, is a wonderful development 
and I’m delighted we are able to help in this way.

“It’s an amazing achievement to get the centre up and running so 
quickly and I want to thank everyone involved in making it all happen: 
The Dean and the whole community at the Cathedral of course; but also 
the NHS and all the other partners who have been associated with the 
project in any way, including the local council and also Frank Whittle 
Partnership, the builders of the centre.” Bishop Julian continued:             
“I particularly want to pay tribute and offer thanks to all the Doctors, 
nurses and other NHS staff who will be on the frontline at the 
vaccination centre as many thousands of people pass through.

“From the beginning of the pandemic they have all worked tirelessly 
while facing challenging situations most of us can only imagine.

“That support for our communities continues, but now with the fresh hope 
of a vaccine. I speak for the whole Diocese when I say we are all incredibly 
grateful for the sacrifices they have made and will continue to make.”



The Bishop concluded: “Keeping those ongoing sacrifices in mind I also 
want to take this opportunity to urge anyone who receives a letter, 
asking them to attend the Cathedral (or any other vaccination centre) 
for a jab, to do so. This is the way we are going to defeat this virus and 
this pandemic.

“Across Lancashire we also continue to pray for a swift end to the 
pandemic and we pray particularly at this time for anyone in our County 
who has lost a loved one to the virus.”

The Cathedral’s Dean, The Very Rev Peter Howell-Jones added:               
“I wholeheartedly endorse all the sentiments expressed by Bishop 
Julian at this time and I appreciate his good wishes to the whole 
Cathedral community.

“Blackburn Cathedral – like all cathedrals around the country – has 
welcomed many people through its doors over the years.

“Never before have we done so in the midst of a pandemic but, sitting 
at the heart of the local community as we do, we felt it was right to offer 
to be a mass vaccination centre if we could.

“Hospitality and welcome is at the heart of Christianity - we saw that 
with Jesus on the mountainside giving people food and drink.”

“As the concept of being a vaccination centre now becomes reality 
here, we also feel the Cathedral has become a great hospitality centre 
for the community; something which is really important for us to be 
able to do at this time.”



The Crib and Christingle Service
4.00pm Christmas Eve

December 2020
We were delighted to be able to hold our annual Christingle 

Service once again this year - although obviously with 

differences to how we usually do things! Thank you to our four 

young readers for telling the Christmas story and to all the 

children who came forward to place the figures in the crib. 

Thank you to Kathleen Hargreaves for organising the 

Christingles to be made and all who helped. The Rose Queen 

and retinue once again distributed the Christingles and then 

received a cheque for £700 on behalf of the Children's Society 

which we as a Church gave as part of our commitment to 

allocate a portion of our funds for Charitable giving. Instead of 

the usual procession around Church we proceeded with 

Christingles glowing in a socially distanced 'procession' to 

outside the upper hall where the service ended with the 

Christmas blessing. Thank you to Phil Entwistle, Peter 

Hodkinson, Kathleen Hargreaves and all who planned the 

service and worked to make sure that we could once again 

have the service this year.



This was a very happy service and a lovely start to Christmas 

celebration such as they were. Philip and Dianne did a 

wonderful job to keep us safe. David and Kathleen, our 

Children’s Society rep., conducted a lovely service. The rose 

Queen and her retinue managed the very different way of 

giving out the Christingles. Thank you to the Rose Queen 

parents for all their support. The young people who did the 

readings were a credit - well done. Finally, the candle lit walk to 

the Sunday School building for the dismissal was a very special 

end to a super afternoon. A special thanks to the marshals who 

saw us safely across the road when all was dark.

Anonymous Parishoner



We’re pioneering a simple approach to 
care, where kindness is our ethos.

We welcome new Residents and assure 
you we will be providing safe visits 
whilst protecting those who already
 live with us.

To find out more information on 
the care that Old Gates can offer 
you, or your loved one, please visit 
our website or contact our 
Home Manager. 

Offering;
• Safe family visits and video calls
• Enhanced infection control
• PPE and routine coronavirus testing
• Telephone and video assessments
• Hobbies and interests programme
• Delicious home cooked meals
• Carehome.co.uk average 

rating of 9.5

Situated in the peaceful residential area of Feniscowles 
in Blackburn, Old Gates is a friendly care home offering 
residential, nursing and nursing dementia care. 

W hc-one.co.uk
T 0333 321 4710
E careline@hc-one.co.uk
A Livesey Branch Rd, Feniscowles, 

Blackburn, BB2 5BU



Telephone: 07999 859176
Email: thebridalweddingcar@gmail.com
Web: www.thebridal-weddingcar.co.uk



ADVERTISE
YOUR BUSINESS

HERE

Ian Milne
FENCING CONTRACTOR

NEW FENCES
SUPPLIED AND ERECTED

“Two Oaks”
Houghton Lane, Near Preston

Tel: 01254 851833
Mobile: 07779 650673

For more details
call Phil Entwistle on:

07807 938932



MORE THAN JUST
SOLICITORS

At Forbes we’ve never been one to follow the crowd, which is why we always go the 
extra mile to deliver more than your average law firm. We give you:

 • More legal specialists
 • More experience
 • More local offices
 • More than you expect

At Forbes Solicitors,
we’re more than just Solicitors.

For legal advice that is straight to the point;
Accrington Office: 01254 872111
Blackburn Office: 01254 580000
Preston Office: 01772 220022
www.forbessolicitors.co.uk

9 New Wellington Street, Blackburn BB2 4DY

24 Hour Personal Attention of
Harry Gibbs - Telephone: 01254 260005

• No Call Centres
• Homely Environment
• Horse Drawn Funerals
• Modern Fleet of Mercedes
• Pre-Paid Funerals
• Private Chapels of Rest
• Covering Blackburn and
 Surrounding Areas

����������������������������������
�������������������
�	�����������

Unit 38 Flexspace
Blackpool Business Park
Amy Johnson Way
Blackpool Lancashire FY4 2RF

01253 603530
sales@spotonprinters.co.uk

www.spotonprinters.co.uk
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WFor all your printing requirements



From the Diocesan website

Closure of The See
IMPORTANT MESSAGE: After many years of publication we are now no 
longer producing The See magazine as a Diocese.

Thank you to all contributors

As The See draws to a close, we would like to say a huge THANK YOU to 
everyone who has contributed in any way to the magazine over the years 
- we are very grateful. 

Continuing to submit events for promotion

A further important message at this time for all PEOPLE AND PLACES 
contributors ...

After each edition of The See magazine was compiled, all events 
contributed to People and Places were also, always, transferred to the 
Events section of the Diocesan website for further promotion; as well as 
being forwarded to local media as short filler pieces.

We want to continue to help you promote your events. So, if you were a 
regular contributor of forthcoming events to the PEOPLE AND PLACES 
section of The See (and you want to continue to have your events feature 
on the Events section of the website) please send the details to Karen 
Ashcroft at karen.ashcroft@blackburn.anglican.org and we will ensure 
they appear there. 

Please make your contributions about 75-100 words in length and 
contribute the words in an email or as an attached Word file. You can   
also include pdfs of promotional posters and/or images and logos 
associated with the event.

Bishop Julian writes
As we know, this pandemic has hastened the demise of some things which 
we used to do and the diocese has not been exempt from this. I wanted  
to share with you all that The See Magazine will no longer be published. 
This is for a number of reasons, including diminished uptake and 
increasing cost to the diocese. Attempts to increase advertising revenue 
were sadly unsuccessful.
The Parish Update will now be sent out fortnightly and will contain      
many of the news and interest stories which you will have been used to     
in The See Magazine. This will be sent directly to inboxes fortnightly       
and will carry advice on how to use the material in Parish Update itself and 
also the diocesan website to best populate your local communications 
and magazines. We remain grateful to Ronnie Semley (Diocesan 
Communications Manager) for enabling good communication internally 
and externally.
If you would like to receive the fortnightly ‘Parish Update’ newsletter sent 
out by the diocese please contact David and he will email you the link.



Three Easy Ways to help and support your church

1) Buy a church magazine every month - the magazine contains 

details of all services and events taking place in our church plus our 

vicar’s letter to the parish and many interesting articles. If you wish you 

can contribute to the magazine by either e-mailing your article to the 

vicar or giving a paper copy to the warden on duty who will ensure that 

it is given to the editor.

2) The 100 Club - the 

monthly draw with a 

prize of £50. For £12 per 

year there is a monthly 

prize of £50 for one 

lucky number. This 

should be an easy way 

of providing revenue   

for the church. 100 

numbers at £12.00 per 

year, £600 given back in 

prize money and £600 

for church funds. To 

achieve this we need to 

have 100 numbers taken 

and in the past few 

years this has not been 

the case. We are coming 

up to the year end so 

please think about 

taking part in this draw.

3) Sponsorship of the weekly news sheet - the cost of sponsoring this 

news sheet is still only £5 which goes towards the printing costs. You 

can sponsor the sheet for any reason, in memory of a loved one, to 

celebrate a special birthday or occasion or just because you feel like it. 

If you would like to sponsor the sheet please contact Sheila Haworth in 

church or tel: 01254 722602

Thank You!



Hon. Assistant Priest Revd Peter Hallett 07769 291242

Warden Phil Entwistle 209096
Warden Ken Winterburn 202905
Deputy Warden Peter Hodkinson 202283

PCC Vice Chair Sheila Haworth 722602
PCC Secretary Margaret Duckworth 202670
PCC Treasurer Linda Moulden 200566

Magazine 
Editor Vicar 201236
Advertising Phil Entwistle 209096
Distribution Sheila Haworth 722602
Deanery Synod Rep Margaret Banks 201906
Deanery Synod Rep  Margaret Duckworth 202670
Deanery Synod Rep  Ken Winterburn 202905
Planned Giving Secretary Diane Entwistle 209096
Gift Aid Secretary Diane Greaves 207912
Children’s Society Rep’ Kathleen Hargreaves 201759

Rainbows Alice Vassallo 07854 296255
Brown Owl (Brownies) Anne Wright 07746 870891
Guide Leader Heather McManus 07887 592899
Assistant Guider Emma Tranter 07837 065435
Beaver Leader Aidan McGlenon 07894 091564
Cub Leader Susie Veevers  07984 448338
Scout Leader Sandy Woods 07947 904987
Group Scout Leader Sandy Woods 07947 904987

Brass Cleaning Sec. Jean Winterburn 202905
Christian Aid Rep Vacant 
£50.00 club secretary Nina Ellement      01772 640377
Safeguarding Officer Craig Atkinson 07427 491331 
Vision 2026 Champion Sandy Woods 07947 904987
Electoral Roll Officer Vicar 201236
Flower Secretary Kathryn Marsden 201386

Immanuel Feniscowles

Vicar Revd David Roscoe 201236
Immanuel Vicarage, 732 Preston Old Road, Feniscowles BB2 5EN

07506 552784   d.roscoe@sky.com   immanuelchurchfeniscowles.org



The venues are if you have not guessed or have better photos or memory

Venue 1 Lichfield

Venue 2 Ely

Venue 3 Lincoln

Venue 4 The University Church of St Mary the Virgin Oxford




